The Bliss Institute of Applied Politics
The University of Akron’s Ray C. Bliss Institute of Applied Politics is
a bipartisan research and teaching institute dedicated to increasing
understanding of the political process with special emphasis on
political parties, grassroots activity, and ethical behavior.
Students can pursue a Master of Applied Politics, J.D./Master of
Applied Politics, or Certificate in Applied Politics. The Bliss Institute
offers a nationally recognized internship program and sponsors public
programs, conferences, and research on topics such as campaign
finance, campaign advertising, and political organizations. Established
in 1986, the institute has a distinguished list of graduates at all levels
of politics and government.
Visit uakron.edu/bliss to learn more about the Bliss Institute.

The University of Akron
Since its founding in 1870, The University of Akron has continued to
shape the regional economy and form the next generation of thinkers,
experts, artists, and leaders. Students come from across the country
and around the world to enjoy the University’s top-ranked and indemand degree programs, ranging from associate through doctoral
degrees in the liberal arts, sciences, health care, engineering, business,
law, education, and more.
Surrounded by thousands of businesses in the Akron metropolitan area,
including Fortune 500 companies, the University provides countless
opportunities for co-ops, internships, part-time employment, and other
real-world experiences, equipping students for the challenges of today
and the opportunities of tomorrow.
Visit uakron.edu to learn more about The University of Akron.
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Teri Geiger
Teri Geiger is a native of Jackson, Ohio and a graduate
of Ohio University. In 1986, Geiger was accepted into
the coveted Legislative Service Commission Fellowship
Program and began her 35-year career in Ohio state
politics and government.
Geiger served in numerous staff roles in the Ohio Senate
and House of Representatives, and later in the US Senate
and House of Representatives, including service as State
Director for US Senator Rob Portman and her current position as Chief of
Staff to Congressman Troy Balderson (OH12).
In 1996, Geiger was appointed Chief of Staff to the majority caucus in the
Ohio Senate and served three Senate presidents in that role. She remains the
only woman to have served in that position.

Opening Remarks and Welcome

JOHN C. GREEN
Director Emeritus, Bliss Institute of Applied Politics

GARY L. MILLER
President, The University of Akron

In 2003, Geiger was named one of the top ten most “powerful, influential
women in state government.”
Former Senate President Bill Harris said at the time “She has the unique
ability to assess the significance of what bills do and determine not only the
impact on the state, but the political impact.”
She and her husband Roger live in Dublin, Ohio.

Dannette Palmore (1949 - 2021)
Dannette Mozelle Palmore was born in Columbus, Ohio. A
Columbus South High School graduate, “Danni” attended
Capital University in Bexley, OH, where she developed her
quick wit and a keen sense of the power of politics.
As a staffer, she moved through the Ohio House of
Representatives’ ranks and joined Lt. Governor Richard
Celeste’s office, and the Ohio Democratic Party. In 1988,
Palmore served as the National Deputy Director for
Jesse Jackson’s historic presidential campaign. In the 1990s, she focused on
statewide and local races in Ohio, including those of US Senator John Glenn,
Governor Ted Strickland, and Columbus Mayor Michael Coleman.
Danni’s accomplishments earned her recognition in Who’s Who in American
Politics, Campaign & Elections Magazine, a guest lecturer at the Harvard
Kennedy School of Government. She used these experiences to launch
PolicyWorks, consulting on many significant community projects, including
the Long Street Cultural Wall in Columbus.
Danni was a political and personal mentor to many and widely regarded as
a force for good in Ohio and national politics. Danni Palmore passed away
unexpectedly at home on Friday, January 15, 2021.

Presentation of Honorary Certificates

STEPHEN BROOKS
Associate Director Emeritus, Bliss Institute of Applied Politics

Remarks

TERI GEIGER
DANNETTE PALMORE*

Bliss Institute Professional Network Remarks

GREG BENNETT

Closing Remarks

JOHN C. GREEN
Director Emeritus, Bliss Institute of Applied Politics

*Award is posthumous and will be accepted by daughter, Erika Jones.

