Abstract and Research Plan Guidance & Photo/Graphics Permission Form
This is not a FORM, it is a TEMPLATE – a suggestion of what your Plan and Abstract should contain.  You may use Google Docs, Word or any other software to write and finalize your Plan and Abstract. 
The student guide to science day, found here:  http://www.ohiosci.org/students explains how to write a Plan and an Abstract. 

You should complete your research plan before you start experimenting or building. 

Please read page 2 of ISEF form 1A to verify your plan is complete

Convert your research plan into a PDF by choosing “As PDF” when printing, so that you may upload it into STEMWizard when you prepare for District 5 Science Day. 


Your abstract is a high level summary of your plan and your results. 

Please read the last page of this document for brief abstract guidance.

Plan to copy-paste the text of your abstract into STEMWizard when you prepare for District 5 Science Day. 

Photo/Graphics Permission Form: 

Paste or tape this box on your display if you used any photos or graphics that you didn’t create yourself. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Students shall complete and post the following on the front of their displays:
Photographs taken by:                                                               

Graphics on display from:                                                                        
Photographic permissions were obtained and are located:                            
Company approvals were obtained for use of trade-marked, registered or brand name products

     Yes       No
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Research Plan

Project Title: 
Student Name(s): 
Date:
Grade(s):
School: 

A: Rationale:

B: Research Question(s) (Hypothesis(es), Engineering Goal(s), Expected Outcomes): 

C: Descriptions:
1) Procedures:

2) Risk and Safety:

3) Data Analysis:

D: Bibliography:
_______________________________________________________________

Considerations for projects involving human participants: 

A: Participants

B: Recruitment

C: Methods

D: Risk Assessment

E: Protection of Privacy

F: Informed Consent

Considerations for projects involving vertebrate animal research:

A: Alternatives

B: Impact

C: Procedure Details

D: Animal Information & Justification

E: Housing/Daily Care

F: Disposition upon Completion

Considerations for projects w/ potentially hazardous biological agents:
A: Organism information

B: Safety and disposal

Considerations for projects w/ hazardous chemicals, activities & devices

Risk assessment, supervision, safety and disposal

Abstract
Type your abstract in a text editor.   Print out for your project binder.   (Goal 250 words or less).

Plan to copy-paste it into STEMWizard when you qualify for District Science Day.
1. The student(s) must prepare an abstract containing no more than 250 words. The heading must contain the project title and name(s) of the author(s). The heading does not contribute to the word count.
2. The purpose of an abstract is to provide a summary of your project that will inform interested individuals of the contents. The wording must be written in a manner that any scientifically minded individual, who may not be familiar with your topic, can understand the project’s important points.
3. The following should each be summarized in a few sentences:
a. Background information necessary to understand the abstract and its importance.
b. The problem that was investigated and the hypothesis.
c. Outline of the materials and methods used in the experimentation (research trials).
d. Summary of the results obtained from your experimentation.
e. The conclusions drawn from the results.
f. The importance or potential applications your research offers.
4. [image: image1.emf]Do not be concerned with including all of the details. The key point to remember when writing an abstract is to keep the wording brief and concise. OMIT NEEDLESS WORDS. Use complete sentences. Avoid personal pronouns like “I” and “my.” Abstracts should provide only information needed to understand the project’s basic points and importance.
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